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1
EXHAUST THROTTLE CONTROL FOR
AFTERTREATMENT SYSTEM THERMAL
MANAGEMENT

BACKGROUND

Selective catalytic reduction (SCR) catalysts are subject to
deterioration in performance resulting from the accumulation
of'various contaminants such as urea and hydrocarbons on the
SCR catalyst. In exhaust systems that include, for example,
active particulate filter regeneration, the particulate filter
regeneration event can serve in part as a regeneration event for
the SCR catalyst and other catalysts as well to remove urea
deposits and to desorb hydrocarbons. However, certain after-
treatment systems do not include a particulate filter requiring
periodic regeneration.

In other systems, exhaust gas temperatures are raised by
controlling and opening of in inlet to a variable geometry
turbine (VGT) in the exhaust system. However, VGT’s are
expensive and control of the opening can be complicated
depending on engine operating conditions to achieve the
desired result. Other systems also do not actively manage
SCR catalyst contamination. As a result, the SCR catalyst
may be required to operate while contaminated until operat-
ing conditions are provided that produce exhaust gas tem-
peratures that desorb hydrocarbons and remove urea deposits.
Therefore, further technological developments are desirable
in this area.

SUMMARY

Systems, methods and apparatus are disclosed for exhaust
throttle control for thermal management of an SCR catalystin
an exhaust aftertreatment system of an internal combustion
engine that lacks a particulate filter in the aftertreatment sys-
tem and does not require a VGT for exhaust flow control.
Other embodiments include unique methods, systems, and
apparatus to interpret, initiate, and/or complete a thermal
management event for an SCR catalyst in response to at least
one of a hydrocarbon desorption threshold and a urea deposit
accumulation threshold on the SCR catalyst being reached.
The thermal management event includes exposing the SCR
catalyst to a sufficiently high temperature over a time period
that removes urea deposits and/or desorb the hydrocarbons
from the SCR catalyst by controlling an exhaust throttle open-
ing and closing upstream of the SCR catalyst and fuelling of
the engine to produce the desired exhaust gas temperatures.

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts that are further described below in the illustrative
embodiments. This summary is not intended to identify key or
essential features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it
intended to be used as an aid in limiting the scope of the
claimed subject matter. Further embodiments, forms, objects,
features, advantages, aspects, and benefits shall become
apparent from the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a system that includes an internal
combustion engine connected to an exhaust system with an
exhaust throttle and an SCR catalyst downstream of the
exhaust throttle.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of one embodiment of a procedure
for thermal management of the SCR catalyst.

FIG. 3 is a schematic of one embodiment of a controller
apparatus for thermal management of the SCR catalyst.
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2
DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to the
embodiments illustrated in the drawings and specific lan-
guage will be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless
be understood that no limitation of the scope of the invention
is thereby intended, any alterations and further modifications
in the illustrated embodiments, and any further applications
of the principles of the invention as illustrated therein as
would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which the
invention relates are contemplated herein.

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a system 10 that
includes an internal combustion engine 12 that is operable to
produce an exhaust gas flow 14 into an exhaust system 16
connected to engine 12. The engine 12 may be a diesel engine,
either as a stand-alone power source, in combination with
other engines, or part of a hybrid power trains including an
internal combustion engine for at least one of the power
sources, and can be used in either mobile applications such
with a vehicle or stationary applications such as a power
generation or pumping system.

Exhaust system 16 includes at least one exhaust flow path
18 for conveying the exhaust gas to and through an aftertreat-
ment system 20 and an intake system 70 to provide an air flow
to engine 12. Intake system 70 may include an intake throttle
(not shown), and exhaust system 16 may include an exhaust
throttle 74, each or both of which can be controlled by a
controller 50 to facilitate control of the thermal output from
engine 12. Aftertreatment system 20 includes at least one
SCR catalyst 22 operationally coupled to the at least one
exhaust flowpath 18 from engine 12. It is contemplated that
exhaust system 16 lacks any variable geometry turbine or a
particulate filter, and, as discussed further below, exhaust
throttle 74 is operable to provide thermal management of
aftertreatment system 20 in conjunction with controlling the
fuelling of engine 12 to produce exhaust gas flow 14 having a
desired temperature for thermal management.

Exhaust throttle 74 includes an actuator 76 that is operably
connected to controller 50 to receive control signals that
actuate exhaust throttles 76 between on-off or open-closed
positions in response to operating parameters of engine 12
and the exhaust system 16 to provide thermal management of
the aftertreatment system 20. Exhaust throttle 74 can include
any suitable valve member in the exhaust flow path that is
actuatable between at least two positions, such as an open/on
position, and a closed/off position, although full authority
throttles are not precluded. The valve members of exhaust
throttle 74 can be, for example, a butterfly type valve, a
guillotine-type valve, or a ball-type valve. In one embodi-
ment, the flow restricting portion of the valve includes a
passage so that when the valve is closed or off, a minimum
exhaust flow is permitted to pass therethrough that is set at a
targeted low load condition of engine 12. Actuator 76 can be
an electronic actuator, an electric motor, a pneumatic actua-
tor, or any other suitable type of actuator to operate the valve
member of the exhaust throttle 74.

System 10 may further include one or more other after-
treatment components, such as an oxidation catalyst 26
upstream of SCR catalyst 22. In one particular embodiment,
aftertreatment system 20 is designed to operation without
particulate filtration and omits any particulate filter from
aftertreatment system 20. As a result there are no active regen-
eration events in the operation of system 10 that are directed
to regeneration of a particulate filter.
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Exhaust aftertreatment system 20 may include a reductant
injector 30 upstream of SCR catalyst 22, but downstream of
any catalyst that would oxidize NH3. Reductant injector 30 is
supplied with reductant from a reductant source or reservoir
32 and is operable to inject reductant into exhaust flow path
18. In an exemplary embodiment the reductant is a diesel
exhaust fluid (DEF) such as urea which decomposes to pro-
vide ammonia. Other embodiments utilize different reduc-
tants, for example, aqueous solutions of ammonia, anhydrous
ammonia, or other reductants suitable for SCR operations.
Reductant injected into exhaust flow path 18 is provided to
SCR catalyst 22 which is in flow communication with exhaust
flow path 18 and is operable to catalyze the reduction of NO,.

Exhaust aftertreatment system 20 may further include a
hydrocarbon (HC) injector 34 which is supplied with HC’s
from an HC source or reservoir 36 and is operationally
coupled to the exhaust stream at a position upstream of oxi-
dation catalyst 26. Other embodiments contemplate HC
injector 34 is connected to a cylinder of engine 12 and hydro-
carbons are added or injected from a fuel source 40 in-cylin-
der at a timing that is post-combustion so unburned hydro-
carbons are carried into the exhaust gas flow 14, or by any
other suitable means known in the art.

In one embodiment, the at least one SCR catalyst 22 is a
reduction catalyst that reduces an amount of the NO,. during
nominal operation, at least partially converting NO, to N, to
reduce the emissions of the internal combustion engine 12. In
other embodiments, an ammonia oxidation (AMOX) catalyst
24 is provided downstream of SCR catalyst 22, although
embodiments without an AMOX catalyst 24 are also contem-
plated.

An example SCR catalyst 22 is a vanadia SCR catalyst that
forms a portion of an SCR aftertreatment system 20. The SCR
aftertreatment system 20, during nominal operation, may
reduce NO_ emissions in the presence of a reductant such as
ammonia or a hydrocarbon. The ammonia, where present,
may be provided by injection of urea, which converts to
ammonia after evaporation and hydrolysis in the exhaust gas,
and/or by injection of ammonia directly, and/or by other
suitable means.

During engine operation, known SCR aftertreatment sys-
tems adsorb or accumulate a portion of the contaminants
passing therethrough, some of which stay on the SCR catalyst
semi-permanently and which reduce the effectiveness of the
catalyst to catalyze desired reactions for treating the exhaust
gases, such as reducing NO, . Since exhaust system 16 lacks a
particulate filter that requires regeneration, the thermal con-
ditions created during particulate filter regeneration that
cause hydrothermal aging of a vanadia SCR catalyst can be
avoided or minimized. Use of a vanadia SCR catalyst 22 can
be advantageous due the greater activity for NO removal and
tolerance to sulphur poisoning that is provided. However,
SCR catalyst 22 is still subject to contamination from various
constituents in the exhaust gas flow 14, such as hydrocarbons
which adsorb to the SCR catalyst and the accumulation of
urea deposits. The systems and method disclosed herein
determine a contamination condition associated with SCR
catalyst 22 and initiate a thermal management event by con-
trolling engine fuelling and exhaust throttle 74, and in some
embodiments hydrocarbon injection upstream of oxidation
catalyst 26, to produce an exhaust gas flow that provides a
temperature condition for SCR catalyst 22 that at least par-
tially removes the contaminants from SCR catalyst 22. While
avanadia SCR catalyst is contemplated in a specific embodi-
ment, other embodiments contemplate the SCR catalyst 22
may be of any type subject to reversible poisoning and/or
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4

contamination, including at least zeolite, base metals, and/or
any other type of catalyst known in the art.

Exhaust flow path 18, as illustrated schematically in FIG.
1, may be provided in a variety of physical configurations and
the order of the aftertreatment components could be changed
from that shown in FIG. 1 and, as discussed above, certain
components can be eliminated. In an exemplary embodiment
exhaust flow path 18 proceeds from the output of engine 12,
through a conduit to a structure containing an oxidation cata-
lyst 26 in systems where such devices are provided. The
exhaust flow path 18 further proceeds, through a second con-
duit to a structure containing SCR catalyst 22 that is, for
example, a NOx reduction catalyst and through another con-
duit which outlets to the ambient environment. This embodi-
ment may also include an ammonia oxidation AMOX catalyst
24 at a position downstream of the SCR catalyst 22, which is
operable to catalyze the reaction of NH; which slips past the
SCR catalyst 22.

Engine 12 produces exhaust gas flow 14 by combustion of
fuel provided from fuel source 40 of a fuelling system. Fuel
source 40, in the illustrated embodiment, is connected to a
plurality of cylinders 42 of engine 12 with one or more fuel
lines 44. In one embodiment, the fuel system is provided with
acommon rail 46 that distributes fuel to cylinders 42 with one
or more injectors (not shown) at each cylinder 42, which are
connected to a common rail 46 of the fuel system. It is further
contemplated that any suitable connection arrangement with
fuel source 40, injection location, and/or injector type can be
used to provide fuel directly and/or indirectly to the combus-
tion chambers of cylinders 42.

In certain embodiments, the system 10 further includes a
controller 50 structured or configured to perform certain
operations to initiate a thermal management event and control
engine and exhaust throttle operations during the thermal
management event to produce an exhaust gas flow that results
in a temperature of the exhaust gas and/or SCR catalyst 22
being in a contaminant removal temperature range for a
period of time to at least partially remove contaminants from
SCR catalyst 22. In certain embodiments, the controller 50
forms a portion of a processing subsystem including one or
more computing devices having memory, processing, and
communication hardware. The controller may be a single
device or a distributed device.

System 10 may further include various sensors associated
with engine 12 and exhaust system 16 that provide outputs to
controller 50 that are processed by controller 50 to control
operations to thermally manage SCR catalyst 22. As used
herein, unless specified otherwise, a sensor may be a physical
sensor that directly measures an operating condition or output
of system 10, or a virtual sensor in which the operating
condition or output is determined from one or more other
sensors and operating parameters. Not all sensors typically
associated with system 10 are shown, and the illustrated sen-
sors are provided for purposes of illustration and not limita-
tion.

System 10 includes at least one sensor that provide an
output to indicate or determine therefrom a contamination
condition of SCR catalyst 22, and at least one sensor provid-
ing output to control operations of system 10 during a thermal
management event for SCR catalyst 22, such as a temperature
sensor. Additional sensors may be provided, but are not
required, to measure the exhaust flow, sense a condition of
engine 12 such as engine speed or load, measure an NH3
amount at one or more locations along exhaust system 16,
such as at a mid-bed location of SCR catalyst 22 and/or an
outlet of SCR catalyst 22, and contamination sensors that
provide outputs indicative of a contamination condition of
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catalyst 22, such as hydrocarbon adsorption, urea deposit
accumulation, or loss of deNOx efficiency of SCR catalyst
22.

In FIG. 1, additional sensors are shown for purposes of
illustration and not limitation, such as a first sensor 52 at the
exhaust output of engine 12 that is connected to controller 50
and is operable to indicate at least one of an air-fuel ratio, an
exhaust flow rate, or other parameter. System 10 includes at
least one second sensor 54 upstream of reduction catalyst 22
that is connected to controller 50 and is operable to indicate at
least one of an engine-out NOx amount, an exhaust gas com-
position, or other parameter at the inlet of SCR catalyst 22. In
one embodiment, second sensor 54 is upstream of oxidation
catalyst 26 and used to estimate NOx at the inlet to SCR
catalyst 22. System 10 also includes at least one third sensor
56 that is operable to provide at least one of a temperature of
SCR catalyst 22, an NH3 amount, a contamination condition,
or other parameter associated with SCR catalyst 22. System
10 may also include a fourth sensor 60 that is operable to
provide an output indicative of the contaminant amounts
removed from SCR catalyst 22 during a thermal management
event, although other embodiments are contemplated in
which the contaminant removal is measured or calculated
virtually from outputs of one or more other sensors.

During operation of engine 12, the exhaust gas flow 14 that
is produced contains various chemical poisons and other
properties which increase the contamination of SCR catalyst
22 as exposed thereto over time. Certain contamination con-
ditions are reversible such as those that result from various
hydrocarbon species in the exhaust gas flow and urea deposit
accumulation. A contamination condition of the SCR catalyst
22 can be reversed by a thermal management event mode of
operation of system 10 that heats the SCR catalyst 22 to a
contaminant removal temperature range for a period of time.
Inone instance, one or more operating conditions are adjusted
s0 as to achieve a contaminant removal temperature range of
the SCR catalyst 22. In some examples, the thermal manage-
ment event enables reversal of contamination of the SCR
catalyst 22 by removing an effective amount of contaminants
therefrom to at least partially restore catalyst performance.
Removing an effective amount of contaminants from SCR
catalyst 22 includes desorbing hydrocarbons and/or remov-
ing urea deposit accumulation on SCR catalyst 22 that can
influence the performance or lead to damage.

In other implementations, when the contaminant removal
temperature range is achieved, material from exhaust gas
and/or injected reductant accumulated on the SCR catalyst 22
can be removed effectively. In some examples, the contami-
nant removal temperature range is a target temperature of the
exhaust gas at a particular position in the exhaust system 16,
such as an engine out exhaust temperature or a temperature at
the SCR catalyst 22. In some instances, the contaminant
removal temperature range is a range above about 200° C.; in
this instance, any hydrocarbons adsorbed onto the SCR cata-
lyst 22 will desorb. In another instance the contaminant
removal temperature range is a range between 250° C. and
300° C.; in this instance the HC injection can be enabled to
allow a higher target temperature downstream of the oxida-
tion catalyst 26. Contaminant removal temperature ranges
can also be set for the removal of urea based deposits. In some
cases, temperatures at the SCR catalyst 22 above 280° C. are
sufficient to remove ammonia-sulphate based compounds.
When hard urea deposits form, temperatures in excess of 400°
C., and even in excess of 500° C. might be needed to remove
the deposits in a timely manner. Accordingly, contaminant
removal temperature ranges from 200° C. to 550° C. are
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contemplated for time periods ranging from 10 minutes to 3
hours to complete a thermal management event.

The schematic flow diagram in FIG. 2 and related descrip-
tion which follows provides an illustrative embodiment of
performing procedures for removing contaminants from SCR
catalyst 22 in response to a contamination condition of SCR
catalyst 22. Operations illustrated are understood to be exem-
plary only, and operations may be combined or divided, and
added or removed, as well as re-ordered in whole or part,
unless stated explicitly to the contrary herein. Certain opera-
tions illustrated may be implemented by a computer, such as
controller 50, executing a computer program product on a
computer readable medium, where the computer program
product comprises instructions causing the computer to
execute one or more of the operations, or to issue commands
to other devices to execute one or more of the operations.

Procedure 100 includes an operation 102 to operate engine
12 to produce the exhaust gas flow 14. Procedure 100 further
includes an operation 104 to monitor SCR catalyst 22 for a
contamination condition of SCR catalyst 22 resulting during
the operation of engine 12. A contamination condition of
catalyst 22 is a condition in which the performance of SCR
catalyst 22 falls below a predetermined or desired minimum
performance threshold as a result of, for example, contami-
nants accumulating on and/or adsorbed by SCR catalyst 22.
As discussed further below, a contamination condition of the
SCR catalyst 22 can be indicated by passage of time since a
last thermal management event, an amount of time that engine
12 has operated since the last thermal management event,
and/or other time based operating parameter. A contamina-
tion condition could alternatively or additionally be indicated
based on the amount of contaminants delivered to SCR cata-
lyst 22 based on a known rate of delivery, such as a fuel
amount consumed, an oil consumption amount, an engine
run-time, a distance traveled, an amount of reductant injected,
or other operating parameter indicative of contaminant pro-
duction by engine 12 and/or aftertreatment system 20 since a
last thermal management event.

Procedure 100 continues at conditional 106 to determine if
the contamination condition indicates a thermal management
event is required or desired for SCR catalyst 22. If conditional
106 is negative, procedure 100 returns to operation 102 to
continue to monitor catalyst conditions for contamination. If
conditional 106 is positive, procedure 100 continues at opera-
tion 108 to define the thermal management event in response
to the contamination condition. If the contamination condi-
tion indicates hydrocarbon adsorption of more than a thresh-
old amount, then a HC desorb thermal management event is
defined at operation 110. If the contamination condition indi-
cates urea deposit accumulation of more than a threshold
amount, then a urea deposit removal thermal management
event is defined at operation 112. In still other embodiments,
the type of thermal management event is not defined, and
procedure 100 continues with operations to produce a thermal
management event to address multiple types of contamina-
tion.

In further embodiments, additional checks may be required
before initiating a thermal management event, such as deter-
mining whether operating conditions are suitable for the ther-
mal management event, or whether an operator input has been
received that an impact of a thermal management event can-
not be tolerated at a particular time.

Once a thermal management event is defined and initiated
at one of operations 110, 112, procedure 100 continues at a
conditional 114a, 1145 to determine if the temperature con-
dition (Temp) of the SCR catalyst 22 is less than an exhaust
throttle (ET) closing threshold. As indicated above, the tem-
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perature condition can be determined by a temperature of the
exhaust gas, the temperature of the SCR catalyst 22, or both.
The exhaust throttle closing threshold can be, for example, a
temperature that is the lowest temperature, or a function of the
lowest temperature, of the contaminant removal temperature
range for the thermal management event. In another example,
the exhaust throttle closing threshold is a temperature that is
less than a HC injection threshold temperature for system that
employs an oxidation catalyst 26.

If conditional 114a, 1145 is negative, procedure 100 con-
tinues at operation 1224, 1225 to nominally operate engine 12
with exhaust throttle 74 open since the temperature condition
of'the SCR catalyst is in the contaminant removal temperature
range. Procedure 100 continues from operation 122a, 1225 to
conditional 124a, 1245 to determine if the HC desorb event
110 or the urea deposit removal event 112 is complete, respec-
tively. If conditional 124a, 12454 is positive, procedure 100
ends at 126a, 1265. If conditional 124a, 1245 is negative,
procedure 100 returns conditional 114a, 1145 to determine if
the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst 22 is less than
the exhaust throttle closing threshold, as discussed above.

If conditional 114a, 1145 is positive, procedure 100 con-
tinues at operation 1184, 1185 to operate with exhaust throttle
74 closed since the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst
22 is not in the contaminant removal temperature range. With
the exhaust throttle closed, fuelling of engine 12 from fuel
source 40 can be conducted with a set of fuelling tables that
are based on a closed exhaust throttle to provide fuel pressure,
fuel amounts, start of injection, and injection timing in
response to the load request to engine 12 and to increase a
thermal output of engine 12, resulting in exhaust gas tempera-
tures that is increased to provide a temperature condition for
SCR catalyst 22 that is in the contaminant removal tempera-
ture range. In embodiments with an oxidation catalyst 26, the
fuelling tables can also provide a post combustion injection of
fuel for oxidation by oxidation catalyst 26 to increase exhaust
gas temperatures.

Procedure 100 continues from operation 118a, 1185 to
conditional 120a, 1205 to determine if the temperature con-
dition of the SCR catalyst 22 is greater than an exhaust
throttle opening threshold. A hysteresis can be provided
between the exhaust throttle opening threshold and the
exhaust throttle closing threshold to prevent cycling of the
exhaust throttle 74 between open and closed conditions. If
conditional 120a, 1205 is negative, procedure 100 returns to
operation 118a, 11854. If conditional 120a, 1205 is positive,
procedure 100 continues at operation 116a, 1165 to operate
with the exhaust throttle 74 open, and operation of engine 12
resumes nominally. Procedure 100 then continues at condi-
tional 124a, 1245 as discussed above to determine if the HC
desorb event 110 or the urea deposit removal event 112 is
complete.

Procedure 100 includes operations 118a, 1186 and 122a,
1224 to operate engine 12 and exhaust system 16 to obtain or
maintain contaminant removal conditions in the aftertreat-
ment system 20 that remove contaminants from SCR catalyst
22 and restore, at least partially, catalyst performance. Oper-
ating engine 12 and/or exhaust system 16 to obtain a contami-
nant removal temperature/SCR catalyst temperature above a
threshold contaminant removal temperature and/or in a con-
taminant removal temperature range, and to maintain the
exhaust gas temperature/SCR catalyst temperature above the
contaminant removal threshold temperature for a period of
time sufficient to completely or partially remove the contami-
nants and restore performance of SCR catalyst 22.

In one embodiment, the contaminant removal temperature
conditions are obtained in part by a hydrocarbon (HC) injec-
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tion operation to inject unburned hydrocarbons into the
exhaust gas flow 14 to oxidize across oxidation catalyst 26
and increase the exhaust gas temperature. The injection of
hydrocarbons from HC source 36 can occur with HC injector
34 and/or by late injection of hydrocarbons in cylinders 42
from fuel source 40. In addition or alternatively, procedure
100 includes operations to increase the thermal output of
engine 12 to produce the thermal management event by con-
trolling engine operations. Increasing the thermal output of
engine 12 can include, for example, increasing a load on
engine 12, engine braking in one or more of cylinders 42 of
engine 12, manipulating one or more actuators associated
with an intake throttle or with exhaust throttle 74, an EGR
valve associated with an EGR system and/or an EGR cooler,
a bypass around an intake air cooler, and/or an injection
timing of fuel into cylinders 42 to increase the temperature of
the exhaust gas exiting the cylinder 42.

In one embodiment, removing contaminants from SCR
catalyst 22 includes an operation 118a, 1185 to increase the
thermal output of engine 12 by adjusting an engine combus-
tion parameter in response to the thermal management event.
Example combustion parameters include, without limitation,
increasing temperatures of the exhaust gas exiting the cylin-
ders, adjusting air to fuel ratios, retarding injection timing
and/or the injection rate profile, adjusting EGR fractions,
valve timing, and/or other parameters that, in a particular
system, may be tested and known to increase the thermal
output of engine 12 and increase the exhaust gas temperature.
An example procedure further includes performing opera-
tions to operate system 10 to provide the thermal management
event to provide the exhaust gas flow at the contaminant
removal temperature range for a time period, such as between
10 minutes and 3 hours, an operation to remove an amount of
the contaminants adsorbed by SCR catalyst 22 or deposited
on SCR catalyst 22, and/or an operation restore a perfor-
mance function capability of SCR catalyst 22. In a specific
embodiment, the contaminant removal temperature range
includes a target contaminant removal temperature and
exhaust gas flow temperatures above a contaminant removal
temperature threshold are counted in the time period. Other
specific conditions are also contemplated depending on the
system, catalyst formulation, and operating conditions.

Conditional 116a, 1165 determines if termination condi-
tions are present to end the operation of system 10 under the
thermal management event conditions. The determination
that termination conditions are present to terminate the ther-
mal management event for SCR catalyst 22 can include, for
example, accumulating a predetermined amount of time of
operation in the contaminant removal temperature range in a
time-temperature accumulation condition determination. The
time-temperature accumulation condition that terminates the
thermal management event can be determined from a look-up
table or schedule stored in a memory of the controller 50. The
time-temperature accumulation condition indicating termi-
nation of thermal management event can be in response to a
complete or partial removal of contaminants from SCR cata-
lyst 22. Other termination conditions can include a determi-
nation of the amount of contaminant remove exceed a thresh-
old amount or a restoration of a performance function of SCR
catalyst 22.

In certain embodiments, the controller 50 includes one or
more modules structured to functionally execute the opera-
tions of the controller to initiate and control operations to
produce a thermal management event for SCR catalyst 22.
The one or more modules are configured to interpret a catalyst
contamination condition, initiate a thermal management
event in response to the catalyst contamination condition,
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control operations during the thermal management event, and
terminate the thermal management event in response to a
termination condition. The description herein including mod-
ules emphasizes the structural independence of the aspects of
the controller, and illustrates one grouping of operations and
responsibilities of the controller. Other groupings that
execute similar overall operations are understood within the
scope of the present application. Modules may be imple-
mented in hardware and/or on computer readable medium,
and modules may be distributed across various hardware
components. More specific descriptions of certain embodi-
ments of controller operations are included in the section
referencing FIG. 3.

Certain operations described herein include operations to
interpret or determine one or more parameters. Interpreting
and/or determining, as utilized herein, includes receiving val-
ues by any method known in the art, including at least receiv-
ing values from a datalink or network communication, receiv-
ing an electronic signal (e.g. a voltage, frequency, current, or
PWM signal) indicative of the value, receiving a software
parameter indicative of the value, reading the value from a
memory location on a computer readable medium, receiving
the value as a run-time parameter by any means known in the
art, and/or by receiving a value by which the interpreted
parameter can be calculated, and/or by referencing a default
value that is interpreted to be the parameter value.

Controller 50 of FIG. 3 includes a number of modules
structured to functionally execute operations to detect and/or
reverse a contamination condition of SCR catalyst 22 in
response to one or more operating parameters from the sen-
sors of system 10. An example controller 50 includes a ther-
mal management event initiation module 150 that interprets a
contamination condition of the SCR catalyst 22. The opera-
tion to interpret the contamination condition includes any
operation or combination of operations that provide a deter-
mination of a contamination condition in response to an esti-
mate or measurement of the amount of contaminants present
on the SCR catalyst 22 that reduce or inhibit the catalyst
performance.

Example and non-limiting inputs to thermal management
event initiation module 150 include an exhaust flow 152, an
exhaust temperature 154, a fuelling amount 156, and a reduc-
tant injection amount 158. Thermal management event ini-
tiation module 150 further receives a timer input 162 and a
thermal management event flag 164 indicating a time and/or
indication of an occurrence a previous thermal management
event and/or a type (HC desorb, urea deposit removal, etc.) of
a previous thermal management event. For example, if a
previous thermal management event for a urea deposit
removal event has occurred in the temperature range for the
HC desorb event, then the time or a portion of the time for urea
deposit removal event can be counted toward the time for the
HC desorb event depending on the elapsed time between the
events. If a thermal management event such a HC desorb
event occurred but at a temperature lower than the urea
deposit removal event, then the HC desorb event would not
count to lessen the duration of the urea deposit removal event.

Various thresholds are provided that, when reached, indi-
cate a contamination condition of SCR catalyst 22. Examples
of non-limiting thresholds include a contaminant production
threshold 166 that is determined by, for example, determining
the fuel amount consumed since the last thermal management
event. Other example operating parameters indicating a con-
taminant production amount include, for example, an oil con-
sumption amount, miles travelled since the last thermal man-
agement event, engine run-time, engine load, and
combinations of these. When the measured contaminant pro-
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duction amount exceeds the contaminant production thresh-
old 166, thermal management event initiation module 150
outputs a thermal management event command 172. As dis-
cussed above, in one embodiment the thermal management
event type can further be determined depending on the con-
taminant production threshold that was reached, such as a
hydrocarbon production threshold or urea deposit production
threshold.

Another example threshold includes an elapsed time
threshold 168 since the last thermal management event. The
time parameter that is measured can be, for example, an
engine run-time, an engine run-time above a certain thresh-
old, or other time-based parameter. When the elapsed time
parameter crosses the elapsed time threshold 168, thermal
management event initiation module 150 outputs the thermal
management event command 172.

Controller 50 further includes a thermal management event
operations module 174 that is configured to interpret an
exhaust temperature and time threshold 176, fuelling tables
178, and engine thermal output conditions 180 to control
operations of engine 12 and/or exhaust system 16 via one or
more commands that produce exhaust temperature conditions
that are in a contaminant removal temperature range for a
predetermined time period.

In one embodiment, thermal management event operations
module 174 determines an engine thermal output command
184 that adjusts one or more actuators to control intake flow,
fuel flow, exhaust flow, and/or EGR flow to produce the
contaminant removal temperature condition. In addition or
alternatively, thermal management event operations module
174 an exhaust throttle command 186 that, as discussed
above, closes exhaust throttle 74 when the temperature con-
dition of the SCR catalyst 22 is less than a first threshold and
opens exhaust throttle 74 when the temperature condition of
the SCR catalyst 22 exceeds a second threshold. Thermal
management event operations module 174 may further deter-
mine an HC injector command that operates HC injector 34
and/or the fuel injectors of the fuelling system to provide an
HC amount into the exhaust gas flow by post-combustion
injection in cylinders 42 and/or directly into the exhaust gas
flow 14. The engine thermal output command 184, the
exhaust throttle command 186, and, if provided, the HC injec-
tor command are provided to give sufficient temperature
activity to remove contaminants from SCR catalyst 22.

Controller 50 further includes a thermal management event
termination module 190 that is configured to output a thermal
management event termination command 194 to terminate
the thermal management event for SCR catalyst 22. The
thermal management event termination command 194 is
determined in response to one or more thermal management
event termination conditions being satisfied. In one embodi-
ment, the thermal management event termination conditions
include a time and temperature accumulation condition 192.
During the thermal management event, the exhaust tempera-
ture is measured and timer 162 measures the time during
which the contaminant removal exhaust temperature is pro-
vided, and thermal management event termination module
190 outputs the thermal management event termination com-
mand 194 in response to the time and temperature accumu-
lation condition 192 being satisfied to terminate the thermal
management event and return to nominal operations.

As is evident from the figures and text presented above, a
variety of aspects, embodiments and refinements of the
present disclosure are contemplated. According to one aspect,
a method includes operating a system including an internal
combustion engine to produce an exhaust gas flow through an
aftertreatment system, the aftertreatment system including at



US 9,212,587 B2

11

least one SCR catalyst, an exhaust throttle upstream of the
SCR catalyst, and no particulate filter. The method further
includes determining at least one parameter associated with
operation of the system that indicates a contamination con-
dition of the SCR catalyst that is caused at least in part by
accumulation of contaminants on the SCR catalyst; determin-
ing a temperature condition associated with the SCR catalyst
is less than a first predetermined threshold; in response to the
contamination condition, initiating a thermal management
event to at least partially remove the contaminants from the
SCR catalyst by increasing a temperature of the exhaust gas
flow to a contaminant removal temperature range, where ini-
tiating the thermal management event includes closing the
exhaust throttle in response to the temperature condition of
the SCR catalyst being less than the first predetermined
threshold; and operating the internal combustion engine to
increase a thermal output of the internal combustion engine
during the thermal management event to produce the exhaust
gas flow in the contaminant removal temperature range for a
period of time to remove the contaminants.

In one embodiment of the method, the at least one param-
eter that indicates the contamination condition includes an
elapse of time since a previous thermal management event. In
another embodiment, the method includes opening the
exhaust throttle during the thermal management event when
the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst is greater than
a second predetermined threshold. In a refinement of this
embodiment, a hysteresis value is applied between the first
predetermined threshold and the second predetermined
threshold.

In another embodiment of the method, the contamination
condition is determined as a function of at least one of an
amount of fuel consumed by the internal combustion engine,
an amount of oil consumed by the internal combustion
engine, a distance travelled under power by the internal com-
bustion engine, and an engine run-time of the internal com-
bustion engine since a previous thermal management event.
Inyet another embodiment, increasing the temperature of the
exhaust gas flow further includes injecting hydrocarbons into
the exhaust gas flow upstream of an oxidation catalyst in the
aftertreatment system, wherein the oxidation catalyst is
upstream of the SCR catalyst. In a refinement of this embodi-
ment, the hydrocarbons are injected into at least one cylinder
of the internal combustion engine post combustion.

In another embodiment, the method includes terminating
the thermal management event in response to a determination
that at least one thermal management event termination con-
dition is present. In a refinement of this embodiment, the at
least one termination condition includes a time and tempera-
ture accumulation in the contaminant removal temperature
range exceeding a threshold amount. In another embodiment,
the contaminant removal temperature range is between 200-
550° C. inclusive and the time period is between 10 minutes
and 3 hours. In another embodiment, the contamination con-
dition includes at least one of an urea deposit accumulation on
the SCR catalyst and an adsorption of hydrocarbons on the
SCR catalyst.

According to another aspect, a method includes operating
a system including an internal combustion engine to produce
an exhaust gas flow through an aftertreatment system includ-
ing at least one SCR catalyst and an exhaust throttle upstream
of'the SCR catalyst, and the aftertreatment is configured such
that the exhaust gas flow is not filtered for particulates
upstream of the SCR catalyst. The method also includes
determining a contamination condition of the SCR catalyst,
wherein the contamination condition is caused by at least one
of'urea deposit accumulation and hydrocarbon adsorption on
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the SCR catalyst; determining a temperature condition of the
SCR catalyst; and, in response to the contamination condi-
tion, initiating a thermal management event to at least par-
tially remove the contamination condition. Initiating the ther-
mal management event includes closing the exhaust throttle
in response to the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst
being less than a first predetermined threshold; increasing a
thermal output of the internal combustion engine to increase
a temperature of the exhaust gas flow to a contaminant
removal temperature range; and opening the exhaust throttle
when the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst exceeds
a second predetermined threshold.

In one embodiment, the temperature condition of the SCR
catalyst is determined as a function of at least one of the
exhaust gas temperature and a temperature of the SCR cata-
lyst. In another embodiment, determining the contamination
condition includes determining an elapse of time since a
previous thermal management event. In yet another embodi-
ment, determining the contamination condition includes
determining, since a last thermal management event, at least
one of an amount of fuel consumed by the internal combus-
tion engine, an amount of oil consumed by the internal com-
bustion engine, a distance traveled under power by the inter-
nal combustion engine, and an engine run-time of the internal
combustion engine. In still another embodiment, determining
the contamination condition includes determining an amount
of reductant injected into the exhaust system since a previous
thermal management event.

According to another aspect, a system is disclosed that
includes an internal combustion engine operable to produce
an exhaust gas flow and an exhaust system connected to the
internal combustion engine to receive the exhaust gas flow.
The exhaust system includes an aftertreatment system with a
SCR catalyst and an exhaust throttle upstream of the SCR
catalyst. The system also includes a plurality of sensors oper-
able to output signals indicative of operating parameters of
the internal combustion engine, the exhaust gas flow, and the
SCR catalyst, the operating parameters including at least a
temperature condition of the SCR catalyst. A controller is
operably connected to receive the output signals from the
plurality of sensors. The controller includes a thermal man-
agement event initiation module configured to interpret a
contamination condition of the at least one catalyst in
response to the operating parameters and initiate a thermal
management event in response to the contamination condi-
tion and a thermal management event operations module
configured to, in response to initiation of the thermal man-
agement event, close the exhaust throttle in response to the
temperature condition of the SCR catalyst being less than a
first predetermined threshold, open the exhaust throttle in
response to the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst
being greater than a second predetermined threshold, and
operate the internal combustion engine to produce an exhaust
gas flow in a contaminant removal temperature range. The
controller may further include a thermal management event
termination module configured to interpret at least one ther-
mal management event termination condition during the ther-
mal management event and output a thermal management
event termination command in response to the thermal man-
agement event termination condition.

In one embodiment, the thermal management event initia-
tion module is configured to interpret the contamination con-
dition in response to at least one of an elapsed time since a last
thermal management event and a contaminant production by
the internal combustion since a last thermal management
event exceeding a threshold amount. In another embodiment,
the thermal management event operations module is config-
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ured to increase a temperature of the exhaust gas flow to the
contaminant removal temperature range by increasing a ther-
mal output of the internal combustion engine.

In yet another embodiment, the aftertreatment system
includes an oxidation catalyst and the exhaust system is con-
nected to a hydrocarbon source with a hydrocarbon injector
upstream of the oxidation catalyst. The thermal management
event operations module is configured to increase a tempera-
ture of the exhaust gas flow to the contaminant removal tem-
perature range by providing a hydrocarbon injection com-
mand for injecting hydrocarbons from the hydrocarbon
source into the exhaust system for oxidation by the oxidation
catalyst. In one refinement, the hydrocarbon source is a fuel
source of the internal combustion engine and the hydrocarbon
injector is a fuel injector connected with at least one cylinder
of the internal combustion engine, and the hydrocarbon
amount is added post-combustion in the at least one cylinder.

In another embodiment, the thermal management event
termination module is configured to interpret the thermal
management event termination condition in response to a
time and temperature accumulation limit being reached dur-
ing the thermal management event. In yet another embodi-
ment, the thermal management event temperature range is
between 200-550° C. inclusive and the time period is between
10 minutes and 3 hours. In one embodiment, the aftertreat-
ment system lacks a particulate filter. In a further embodi-
ment, the SCR catalyst is a vanadia SCR catalyst.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character,
it being understood that only certain exemplary embodiments
have been shown and described. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that many modifications are possible in the
example embodiments without materially departing from this
invention. Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of this disclosure as defined in
the following claims.

In reading the claims, it is intended that when words such
as “a,” “an,” “at least one,” or “at least one portion” are used
there is no intention to limit the claim to only one item unless
specifically stated to the contrary in the claim. When the
language “at least a portion” and/or “a portion” is used the
item can include a portion and/or the entire item unless spe-
cifically stated to the contrary.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

operating a system including an internal combustion
engine to produce an exhaust gas flow through an after-
treatment system, the aftertreatment system including at
least one selective catalytic reduction (SCR) catalyst, an
exhaust throttle upstream of the SCR catalyst, and no
particulate filter;

determining at least one parameter associated with opera-
tion of the system that indicates a contamination condi-
tion of the SCR catalyst, wherein the contamination
condition is caused at least in part by accumulation of
contaminants on the SCR catalyst;

determining that a temperature condition associated with
the SCR catalyst is less than a first predetermined thresh-
old;

in response to the contamination condition, initiating a
thermal management event to at least partially remove
the contaminants from the SCR catalyst by increasing a
temperature of the exhaust gas flow to a contaminant
removal temperature range, wherein initiating the ther-
mal management event includes closing the exhaust
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throttle in response to the temperature condition of the
SCR catalyst being less than the first predetermined
threshold;
operating the internal combustion engine to increase a
thermal output of the internal combustion engine during
the thermal management event to produce exhaust gas
flow in the contaminant removal temperature range for a
period of time to remove the contaminants;
indicating a type of a previous thermal management event
implemented to remove a type of contaminant on the
SCR catalyst; and

counting time, from the previous thermal management
event, towards a duration of the thermal management
event to lessen the duration of the thermal management
event based on the indicated type of previous thermal
management event having occurred in the contaminant
removal temperature range for the thermal management
event.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one param-
eter that indicates the contamination condition includes an
elapse of time since a previous thermal management event.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising, during the
thermal management event, opening the exhaust throttle
when the temperature condition of the SCR catalyst is greater
than a second predetermined threshold.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising a hysteresis
value between the first predetermined threshold and the sec-
ond predetermined threshold.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the contamination con-
dition is determined as a function of at least one of an amount
of fuel consumed by the internal combustion engine, an
amount of 0il consumed by the internal combustion engine, a
distance travelled under power by the internal combustion
engine, and an engine run-time of the internal combustion
engine since a previous thermal management event.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein increasing the tempera-
ture of the exhaust gas flow further includes injecting hydro-
carbons into the exhaust gas flow upstream of an oxidation
catalyst in the aftertreatment system, wherein the oxidation
catalyst is upstream of the SCR catalyst.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the hydrocarbons are
injected into at least one cylinder of the internal combustion
engine post combustion.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising terminating
the thermal management event in response to a determination
that at least one thermal management event termination con-
dition is present.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the at least one termi-
nation condition includes a time and temperature accumula-
tion in the contaminant removal temperature range exceeding
a threshold amount.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the contaminant
removal temperature range is between 200-550° C. inclusive
and the period of time is between 10 minutes and 3 hours.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the contamination
condition includes urea deposit accumulation on the SCR
catalyst.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the contamination
condition includes adsorption of hydrocarbons on the SCR
catalyst.

13. A method comprising:

operating a system including an internal combustion

engine to produce an exhaust gas flow through an after-
treatment system including at least one selective catalyst
reduction (SCR) catalyst and an exhaust throttle
upstream of the SCR catalyst, wherein the aftertreat-
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ment is configured such that the exhaust gas flow is not
filtered for particulates upstream of the SCR catalyst;
determining a contamination condition of the SCR cata-
lyst, wherein the contamination condition is caused by at
least one of urea deposit accumulation and hydrocarbon
adsorption on the SCR catalyst;
determining a temperature condition of the SCR catalyst;
in response to determining the contamination condition,
initiating a thermal management event to at least par-
tially remove the contamination condition, wherein ini-
tiating the thermal management event includes:
closing the exhaust throttle in response to the tempera-
ture condition of the SCR catalyst being less than a
first predetermined threshold;

increasing a thermal output of the internal combustion
engine to increase a temperature of the exhaust gas
flow to a contaminant removal temperature range;

opening the exhaust throttle when the temperature con-
dition of the SCR catalyst exceeds a second predeter-
mined threshold;

indicating a type of a previous thermal management
event implemented to remove a type of contaminant
on the SCR catalyst; and

counting time, from the previous thermal management
event, towards a duration of the thermal management
event to lessen the duration of the thermal manage-
ment event based on the indicated type of previous
thermal management event having occurred in the
contaminant removal temperature range for the ther-
mal management event.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the temperature con-
dition of the SCR catalyst is determined as a function of at
least one of the exhaust gas temperature and a temperature of
the SCR catalyst.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein determining the con-
tamination condition includes determining an elapse of time
since a previous thermal management event.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein determining the con-
tamination condition includes determining, since a last ther-
mal management event, at least one of an amount of fuel
consumed by the internal combustion engine, an amount of
oil consumed by the internal combustion engine, a distance
traveled under power by the internal combustion engine, and
an engine run-time of the internal combustion engine.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein determining the con-
tamination condition includes determining an amount of
reductant injected into the exhaust system since the previous
thermal management event.

18. A system, comprising:

an internal combustion engine operable to produce an
exhaust gas flow; an exhaust system connected to the
internal combustion engine to receive the exhaust gas
flow, the exhaust system including an aftertreatment
system with a selective catalytic reduction (SCR) cata-
lyst and an exhaust throttle upstream of the SCR cata-
lyst;

a plurality of sensors operable to output signals indicative
of operating parameters of the internal combustion
engine, the exhaust gas flow, and the SCR catalyst, the
operating parameters including at least a temperature
condition of the SCR catalyst;

a controller operably connected to receive the output sig-
nals from the plurality of sensors, the controller config-
ured to:
interpret a contamination condition of the SCR catalyst

in response to the operating parameters and initiate a
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thermal management event in response to interpreting
the contamination condition;

in response to initiation of the thermal management
event, close the exhaust throttle in response to the
temperature condition of the SCR catalyst being less
than a first predetermined threshold, open the exhaust
throttle in response to the temperature condition of the
SCR catalyst being greater than a second predeter-
mined threshold, and operate the internal combustion
engine to produce an exhaust gas flow in a contami-
nant removal temperature range;

to interpret at least one thermal management event ter-
mination condition during tile thermal management
event and output a thermal management event termi-
nation command in response to the thermal manage-
ment event termination condition;

indicate a type of a previous thermal management event
implemented to remove a type of contaminant on the
SCR catalyst; and

count time, from the previous thermal management
event, towards a duration of the thermal management
event to lessen the duration of the thermal manage-
ment event based on the indicated type of previous
thermal management event having occurred in the
contaminant removal temperature range for the ther-
mal management event.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to interpret the contamination condition in
response to at least one of an elapsed time since a last thermal
management event and a contaminant production by the inter-
nal combustion since a last thermal management event
exceeding a threshold amount.

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to increase a temperature of the exhaust gas
flow to the contaminant removal temperature range by
increasing a thermal output of the internal combustion
engine.

21. The system of claim 18, wherein the aftertreatment
system includes an oxidation catalyst and the exhaust system
is connected to a hydrocarbon source with a hydrocarbon
injector upstream of the oxidation catalyst, wherein the con-
troller is further configured to increase a temperature of the
exhaust gas flow to the contaminant removal temperature
range by providing a hydrocarbon injection command for
injecting hydrocarbons from the hydrocarbon source into the
exhaust system for oxidation by the oxidation catalyst.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the hydrocarbon
source is a fuel source of the internal combustion engine and
the hydrocarbon injector is a fuel injector connected with at
least one cylinder of the internal combustion engine, and a
hydrocarbon amount is added post-combustion in the at least
one cylinder.

23. The system of claim 18, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to interpret the thermal management event
termination condition in response to a time and temperature
accumulation limit being reached during the thermal manage-
ment event.

24. The system of claim 18, wherein the thermal manage-
ment event temperature range is between 200-550° C. inclu-
sive and for a time period of between 10 minutes and 3 hours.

25. The system of claim 18, wherein the aftertreatment
system lacks a particulate filter.

26. The system of claim 18, wherein the SCR catalyst is a
vanadia SCR catalyst.
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